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Discussion
Chapter 10
	Causal studies result in cause and effect relationships whose main distinctive feature is that the independent variable causes respective variation in the dependent variable. Additionally, the order of variables in causal studies is essential where the independent variable precedes the dependent variable at all times. An explanation is further required to explain the cause-effect relationship between the variables (Sekeran & Bougie, 2016).  Contrary, the correlational studies does not determine which variable causes an effect on the other; however, these variables covary. The correlational studies are much focused on the size and direction of the variables while causal studies are founded on cause-and-effect relationships.
	Internal validity is a fundamental concept of causal studies as it refers to the confidence level for the cause-and-effect relationship. Studies with research designs with well-established cause-and-effect relationships have high internal validity. Historical effects are a significant threat of internal validity as unexpected events may occur during the experiment; as a result, reducing the confidence placed on the study’s conclusion (Sekeran & Bougie, 2016). Additionally, maturation effects occur with respect to time and affect the biological and psychological processes which in turn reduce the internal validity of the cause-and-effect inferences. Testing effects especially subjection to pretest amongst participants of a study affects the results of the study by compromising internal validity.
	External validity refers to the extent to which the findings of a study can be generalized with respect to external factors. In this regard, a trade-off is paramount for either a lab or field experiment. Trade-offs entail compromising one validity for the other. For instance, if researchers want a high internal validity, they will have to deal with low external validity (Sekeran & Bougie, 2016). As a result, researchers who want to realize both validities focus on testing causal relationships in a lab setting and later conduct the field experiments. In some cases external validity limits the scope of the research in field studies; as a result, the field experiments are either avoided.
Chapter 11
	Objects are people, companies, bicycles, elephants, and countries among others. These objects can only be measured based on their characteristics or attributes and according to specified guidelines (Sekeran & Bougie, 2016). Attributes include achievement, motivation, service, quality, or taste among others. These characteristics are affiliated to the objects and provide a basis for the measurement. To exemplify the measurement of attributes takes into consideration the length or weight of a person or the quality of service in a restaurant. A judge is needed in the measurement of objects’ characteristics. The judges possess crucial knowledge and skills to perform an assessment of the objects’ attributes.
	The operational definition is a technique used to breakdown abstract concepts into measurable items by reducing them to observable behaviors (Sekeran & Bougie, 2016). An example of the workings of operationalization or operational definition is the case of measuring a thirsty individual. In this scenario, thirst cannot be measured; however, factors such as the number of glasses of water taken can help with the identification and measurement of a thirsty individual. The operational definition is a crucial technique required in the measurement of complex features such as feelings and attitudes. Operationalization is necessary since it effectively reduces the abstract notion; as a result, increasing the relevance of the object to be measured.
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